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Coonara-Cherrybrook Chatter 
 

Newsletter of the Combined Probus Club of Coonara-Cherrybrook  
 

Club Number 592480 Founded 24th April 2007 District 9685 

ABN Number: 37897363271 

           Meeting held 3rd Tuesday of each month 10.00am for 10.30 am  
                                    Postal address:  The Combined Probus Club of Coonara-Cherrybrook Inc. 

                                                                    Suite 110/159 Ridgecrop Drive, Castle Hill 2154 
                               Banking Details for direct transfers: BSB:  ACC.NO:  

                               Club web site: www.coonaraprobus.org.au  
 

President Andre Maas 

Vice President Leonie Lawson  

Secretary Lyn Martel 

Treasurer Paul Cashman 

Events/Activities Carolyn Powell 

Marketing Officer Paul Sweatman 

Membership Secretary Sue Badcock 

Newsletter Editor Elaine Finch 

Past President Sue Waesch 

Risk Management Phil Myers 

Speakers Convener Geoff Murray 

Web Master Leon Creed 

Welfare Officer Jan Duffy 

 

February 2026             

  Kids  are back to school hooray! What to do to fill your day? Hopeful Valentines, buy your chocs, make sure it’s a great big box! 
Shrove Tuesday, St Patrick share a date, so Guinness & pancakes might taste great. 2026 of course is the year of the Fire Horse! 

                    President’s Letter 

Hello Everyone,  
 With the New Year well underway, it is great to 
report that all activities and events are up and running. 
We look forward to another enjoyable and active year 
ahead, with plenty of opportunities for friendship, 
participation, and fun. 
Members are reminded that nominations for 
Committee positions are now open. If you are 
interested in contributing to the ongoing success of our 
club, please ensure your nomination is submitted by the 
February General Meeting. 
Looking ahead, our March General Meeting will also be 
our Annual General Meeting and Changeover 
Meeting, followed by a luncheon for those wishing to 
attend. 
If you would like to join us for the AGM lunch, please 
see Elaine Finch or Sue Badcock at the February 
meeting to register your interest. The cost of the 
luncheon is $45.00. 
For members interested in travel, there are three rooms 
now available for the Tasmania trip, departing on 30 
October. Please contact me directly for further details. 
The Norfolk Island trip is currently fully booked;  

 
 
however, we are taking names for a waiting list, as places 
often become available due to late withdrawals. 
We encourage all members to stay involved, attend 
meetings, and take part in the many activities on offer 
as we begin another exciting Probus year together. 

Andre Maas   President  

NEXT CLUB MEETINGS   
17th February 2026 

17th March 2026 AGM 

 

 

http://www.coonaraprobus.org.au/
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THE COMBINED PROBUS CLUB OF  

COONARA-CHERRYBROOK INC.  
2026– 2027 MANAGEMENT  
COMMITTEE NOMINATION  

Please submit all nominations to the Club  
Secretary by close of the General Meeting  

on Tuesday 17th  February 2026  
Position Nominated:…………………………………………..  
Name of Nominee:……………………………………………..  
Signature of Nominee:……………………………………….. 
Proposed by:…………. …………………………………………. 
Signature of Proposer:……………………………………….. 
Seconded by:……………………………………………………… 
Signature of Seconder:………………………………………. 
Received by Secretary on:………………………………….. 
 

     TREASURER’S REPORT 
On 30.1.26, the financial position is as follows :                                                                             

Total Cash at Bank                     Amount                       

Westpac Working Account                     $  
Less 

Members prepayments                          $   
Net Cash Position                                $  

Subsequent payments will be ratified at the next 

committee meeting. 
Paul Cashman     Treasurer          

LUNCHES & DINNERS 

  
19th Birthday & Changeover Lunch 
Venue: Castle Hill Bowling Club 
Date:  Wednesday 17th March 2026 
Time: 12.30 pm (directly after the AGM) 
Cost: $45 pp. (payment at February Meeting) 
Menu: Roll & butter, Alternate serves: 
Mains: Chicken and prawn scallopini, 
Victorian lamb rump Desserts: Pistachio & white 
chocolate layer cake ,Sticky date pudding  

ONLY 11 PLACES LEFT! 
Contacts: Elaine Finch   
     Sue Badcock   

   ALL WELCOME SUNDAY LUNCH 
4th Sunday of the month 
February Lunch  
Venue: Showground Eatery Italian Restaurant 
               2  Mandala Parade, Castle Hill 
Date:  Sunday 22nd February 2026 
Time: 12.00 pm 
Cost: Pay on the day 
Ann Colless   

THE SEED THAI DINNER   
Venue: The Seed Thai Restaurant, Norwest 
Date:  Tuesday 24th d February  
Service Time: 6.30 pm 
Cost: $40 pp, inc. corkage 
PAYMENT DUE BY THE FEBRUARY MEETING 
Banquet menu. “The Seed” is a licensed venue so 
BYO wine only, beer and soft drinks to be 
purchased from the bar.  Address is Unit 3, 8 
Century Circuit, behind the Coles supermarket off 
Norwest Boulevard.   
Carolyn Powell  

 BAREFOOT BOWLS ON AGAIN!! 

It will be “Bowls for Fun”, for approximately 2 hours 

Date:  Sunday 12th  April   

Venue:  Castle Hill Bowling Club 

Bowling starting time:  1pm.  

Lunch Starting time: For those interested we can 

meet for lunch at 12 noon.  

Bowling cost :  $15 per person to play which includes 

the use of bowls supplied.  

Lunch cost: $25  ( to be paid with the bowls booking) 

Lunch options are:  

Panko Chicken Breast Schnitzel with crunchy fries, 

dressed house salad and red wine gravy and a bread 

roll with butter, OR  Beef Pot Pie with creamy mash, 

onion gravy and mushy peas and a bread roll with 

butter.  

If you don’t want to play you could come for lunch 

and stay for a while as spectators and socialise (no 

cost if you don’t play). Then join us for an after-game 

drink and post mortem.  
Bookings and payments are required at the 

February and March meetings.  

Colleen Sherwood   

Email   
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 GUEST SPEAKER  

  
Chris Russell AM is an Agricultural Scientist, 
Advisory Board Director and Public Speaker.  He 
has worked in various technical, advisory and 
commercial roles in over 30 countries mainly 
specialising in ruminant production and fodder 
conservation.  Chris has owned several companies 
specialising in cattle feeding systems and was joint 
owner of a research company focused on the wool 
industry.  Chris has received numerous awards and 
honours recognising his contribution to the 
profession of Agricultural Science and was 
appointed as a Member of the Order of Australia 
(AM) in 2018. Chris will be speaking to us about 
Global Food Security. 
Geoff Murray  Speaker Convenor  
Ph:    Email:  

    THE GREAT ZIG ZAG RAILWAY                                    
Friday, March 6th, 2026 

This trip is fully booked with a substantial wait list 

so I am going to organise a second trip which will 

be later in the year as it only operates on special 

days of the month and is a very popular trip.  I will 

advise the new date as soon as it can be confirmed.     

Carolyn Powell   
 

  TENNIS GROUP  

We usually meet every Wednesday evening at 

Belltree Crescent Castle Hill between 5 pm and 7 

pm. Make the most of the slightly cooler if you are 

a new member , don’t be shy and do come and join 

us for a whack around the court!  

Ron Powell      Coordinator     

 INVESTMENT GROUP 

First Tuesday of the month 
Next Meeting: 2nd February 
Time: 10.15am. 
Venue: Lucy’s Bar at Castle Hill RSL Club 
If you are an old or a  new member and are 
interested in discussing matters financial in a light 
hearted way then come along and join us for 
coffee, company and a chat. All welcome. 
John Badcock  

 

   Book Lending 
A selection of books to be borrowed from our 
extensive collection, along with the catalogue will 
be available at each of our monthly meetings, 
books can be reserved from this list and made 
available at the next meeting. A cup of coffee, a 
good book and a chair in the air-con! What could be 
better?  The Librarians- Jan, Jenny & Liz 

      MAH JONG GROUP 

When : 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month 

Venue : West Pennant Hills Sports Club 

Date :  February 5th  & 19th 
Time : 10 am - 12 noon 

Beginners and experienced players welcome, 

for more information please contact:  
Marie Eyles    

         SOLO TRAVELLERS COFFEE 

Coffee Morning  
Held 4th Tuesday of the month 
Date: 24th February  

Time: 10.15 am  
Venue: Lucy’s Bar Castle Hill RSL Club 
Ann Colless          Sue Dawes  

        WELFARE  
We welcomed back Patricia Thompson to the meeting, 

having been away for around 6 months nursing a broken 

shoulder and broken upper arm. John Hughes was playing 
yoyo for a while in and out of hospital, but appears to have 

stabilized the last couple of weeks. Keep it up John. Ray 

Wilson, a member for almost 15 years will be going into care 
following a nasty bout of flu causing complications.  You 
will be missed Ray. 
Summer came in with a bang, so keep well hydrated and out 

of the midday sun. Till next time, 
Jan Duffy   Welfare Officer 
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  Wine Appreciation  Group 

Usually 1st Monday of the month 
Date: 2nd February 
Time: 4pm to 6pm 
Venue: Living Choice Leisure Centre   
Living Choice , 15 Old Glenhaven Rd, Glenhaven 
Hosts : Sue Waesch and Steve Kyneur 
Cost: $10 per head per meeting (pay on the day) which will 
cover the cost of a wide range of pre-selected wines to be 
sampled. Please bring your own drinking wine if you wish 
to have a wine and a chat after the tastings and also bring 
your own nibbles.  
Rob Templeton ph.           
email:  
 

 
 

   CARD GROUP 

When: 2nd & 4th  Mondays of the month  (except 
Public  Holidays when there will be NO cards.)  
Venue: West Pennant Hills Sporting Club 
Date: 9th & 23rd February 
Time:  10 am - 12pm 
Why not come along to cards and enjoy the 
company and either play a game that you may 
already know or learn how to play. Hand and Foot 
Bolivia is addictive ! Maybe stay for a chat and a light 
lunch at Sawyers Brasserie.              
Contacts: Colleen Sherwood     
       Jenny Davis             

      CRAFT 

First Wednesday of the month 
Next meetings: 4th February 
Venue: West Pennant Hills Sporting Club 
Time: 10 am – 12.00 noon 
Bring your own craft project and come along for a 
chat, cuppa and compare notes. Come and show us 
your amazing skills, All very welcome especially 
crafty new members! 
Judith Gauci     

 

     BICYCLE GROUP 
Third Friday in the month. 
Date: Fri 20th February 
Time: 10:00 am - ready to start the ride 
Place: Cooks River 
Contrary to what was written in the January Chatter 
we have deferred the Wollongong ride until March.  
Instead, in February, we will do a new ride that starts 
off following the Cooks River from Belfield, at Bark 
Huts Reserve, before branching off to a new 
cycleway called The Greenway which follows the 
light rail north from Dulwich Hill.  When the light 
rail veers off to the north east, then east, we continue 
north along The Greenway to finish at Iron Cove on 
the Bay Run.  We will stop here for a coffee break at 
the UTS Rowers Club before retracing our trail back 
to the Cooks River.  The total distance is about 24km 
and is fairly flat all the way. As usual we can have a 
picnic lunch in the park at Bark Huts Reserve after 
the ride.  Bring your own food and drink.  There are 
good clean toilets at each end of the ride. 
See you there ready to ride at 10am on Friday 20th 
February. We are still looking for suggestions for 
new rides and ride leaders.  
Contacts for the Bicycle Group: 
Russ  & Rhonda       Email:  

 MOVIE GROUP 
Third Monday of the month 
Next Meeting: Mon 16th February 
Venue: Castle Hill Events Cinema (Foyer) 
Time: 9.45 am  
At this stage there looks like three possibilities, 1) Blue 
Moon, 2) Wuthering Heights and 3) Crime 101.  I will 
keep an eye out for any updates and contact Movie 
Groupers closer to the date! If you would like to be 
added to this group , please drop me an email or ring: 
Elaine Finch   
Email:  
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  JAZZ AT THE PINES 
When: 15th February 
Time: 12.30 till 3.30 pm 
Where: Roughley House,  
Old Northern Rd. Dural 
How Much: $25.00 concession 
Who’s On: Bathtub Gin Orchestra 
If you would like to join us then, please contact :- 
Lynn Paterson   

 

 THEATRE GROUP  

Payment due for : 
“ANASTASIA” 1pm Wed 29th April Lyric Theatre 
Tickets $70.00 pay at February meeting. 
Expressions of Interest for:  
“STEEL MAGNOLIAS “ Theatre Royal, Wed. 20th 
May Tickets $90, pay at  March Meeting. 
“THE LION KING” Capitol theatre 1pm Wed 8th July 
Tickets $105 pay at April Meeting. 
“WAITRESS” Lyric Theatre 1 pm Wed 19th August 
Tickets$70, pay at June meeting. 
“MY FAIR LADY” Opera House – Joan Sutherland 
Theatre 1 pm Wednesday 23rd September 2026. 
Stall tickets $178.00. Pay at July meeting. 
If interested, but unable to attend meetings please 
call:  Howard & Sue Patterson  
Email:  
Pat Bisby    
Email:  

    BOOK CLUB  
Meets on the 4th Thurs. of the month. 
Where: Lucy’s Bar Castle Hill RSL Club  
When: Thu 26th February 2026 
Time: 10:30 am  
The book for January was, An Inside Job by Daniel 
Silva. It is an enjoyable read covering various 
topics, including priceless works of art, theft and 
corruption in the Vatican. 
The author says the story is a work of fiction, but 
that it is based on past Vatican scandals. 
Contact:  Lesley Maker   
Email:  

  Tea Roster 

Please arrive by 9.30 am to help Colleen and 
Janet set out cups and check urns etc. If you 
are unable to attend the Probus meeting when 
you are on the roster, please contact Andre 
Maas on               to arrange a replacement.  
February Sandra Crelley    March Jenny Davis 

 
WALKING FOR PLEASURE 
FEBRUARY WALK 

A shady walk through the old residential streets and 

bushland of Beecroft and Cheltenham. Last time we 

completed this walk it was raining and we viewed most 

things from under an umbrella. Come and join us on 

this walk so close to home that it is often overlooked. A 

coffee break along the way. 

Date: Tuesday 10
th

 February 2026. 

Time: 10.00am. 

Meet: Cheltenham Oval – Howard Road, Cheltenham 

Grade: Easy/medium with short inclines along the way. 

Length: About 5.5km taking about 2.5 – 3 hours. 

Toilets: Available along the route. 

What: Hat, good walking shoes, water etc. 

Following the walk:  For those who can stay bring a 

picnic lunch and chair. 

MARCH WALK  

Narrabeen Lagoon, a walk that is always enjoyable and 

we have done it before so come along and join us. We 

walk completely around the lagoon on an adjoining 

pathway. The sights and sounds are delightful as we wind 

our way along the tree covered water’s edge, through the 

riparian vegetation. See you at the starting point. 

Date: Tuesday 10
th

 March 2026. 

Time: 10.00am. 

Meet : Deep Creek Reserve carpark. The entrance to 

the carpark and reserve is off the Wakehurst Parkway 

and immediately adjacent to the bridge over Deep 

Creek (UBD map 157 ref N3). A further suggestion is 

to travel along Mona Vale Road, and down Powder 

Works Road to the end, a couple of right turns leads to 

the Wakehurst Parkway. 

Grade:  Easy almost flat. A good reason to join us. 

Length/Duration:  About 8.5km taking about 3.5 hours. 

Toilets : Deep Creek Reserve and in a couple of 

locations along the walk. 

What To Bring : Hat , sunscreen, water, good walking 

shoes. A coffee/tea stop is along the way. 

Following The Walk: Bring a picnic lunch/cool 

drink/thermos and a chair as onsite picnic tables are 

limited. 

Contacts:  Julie Dunesky          

Steve Dunesky     

 
 

NEWSLETTER COPY DEADLINE 

Saturday 28th  February 

Please send to Elaine Finch 
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   LAWN BOWLS 
2nd and 4th Friday of each month 

Dates:  13th and 27th February 

Time:  9:15am latest 

Venue: Castle Hill Bowling Club 

Our lawn bowls activity group meets on the second 

& fourth Fridays of the month at the Castle Hill 

Bowling Club and we join up with some members 

from adjacent Probus clubs.   

We look forward to welcoming new members to the 

bowls group, experienced or otherwise, or the return 

of players that have not played for a while.  For those 

who would like to try bowls we can help you learn 

the fundamentals and can provide bowls for you to 

use.  Come along and give it a go.  It has been nice to 

have a few first-time members come along over the 

past couple of meetings and there’s plenty of room 

for more.  Now that the new undercover carpet green 

is finally open, come along and be involved in a whole 

new experience playing on a beautifully smooth and 

shaded surface. 

Contact for Bowls attendance:            Russell Bush 

email:  

 GOLF GROUP  

 
 

January Player of the Month: We are delighted to 
announce that our star player for January 2026 is 
Charles Reid (pictured). Charles achieved an 
impressive 71 points over two games, closely 
followed by Dave Waterson and Ivan Milicevic, 
who each scored 70 points. Well, done to these 
players! 
Invitation: 
Join our friendly and welcoming group for some 
social golf fun! The 2026 season is in full swing, and 
we extend a warm invitation to golfers of all 
standards and abilities to come and give it a go. Our 
games are typically followed by light refreshments 
and occasional BBQs. For more information, please 
feel free to contact any of our golfers. 
When: Every Monday morning, with tee-off at 7:00 
am for those wishing to play either 9 or 18 holes. 
Venue: Various local courses, including Rosnay, 
Fox Hills, Carnarvon, Woodville, Windsor, and 
others. 
Cost: Approximately $20 - $40 per game. 
Upcoming Games: February 2nd, 9th, 16th, and 
23rd. 

Mal Anderson                    

Let’s Get Down to Business Column 

       Justices of the Peace     
Paul Cashman  

Leon Creed  

Dennis Fitzgibbons  

John Hughes  

Geoff Murray  

Susanne Waesch  

Bob Walker  

   CLUB WEBSITE 

Catch up with all the latest news on the club website.  May I 
encourage you all to access the site to keep up-to-date with the 
planned events and activities. The site is no longer password 
protected, so you can go directly to the site.                       

Site address: www.coonaraprobus.org.au 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

IF YOU CANNOT ATTEND a function that you have 

booked would you please let the organiser know as early as 
possible so that the venues, ferry operators etc. can be 

advised. Please consider others and notify the organiser of 
changed intentions even if on the day. Apologies for inability 
to attend monthly meetings should be sent to Membership 
officer Sue Badcock. Please remember to SIGN IN at the 
membership table AT EVERY MEETING. This is the only 
way you can acknowledge your required attendance. 

SUGGESTION BOX 
The suggestion box is always on the front of the stage at every 
meeting and is discussed at the committee meetings. If you 
have anything you would like to bring up, please place it in 
the box, signed or anonymous and the committee will 
acknowledge it ASAP.  Alternatively, you can email a 
committee member with any ideas or suggestions and it will 
be forwarded to the appropriate person.  The email addresses 
of all committee members are on the front page of the 
Chatter.         

CLUB OUTINGS 
PAYMENT ARRANGEMENTS FOR OUTINGS etc. 
Payment by cheque, cash or direct transfer (BSB No:         
Acc. No.) for each outing must be in a separate 
deposit with your names and outing written in the 
deposit reference. 
REFUND POLICY – The restaurants, cafes and venues 

require prior notice of final numbers. If a member is 
unable to attend a function after paying, the policy of the 

club is that once monies have been paid, refunds are only 
possible if the venue does not charge for the absentee. 

Once paid for, theatre tickets become the responsibility of 

the club member. 

Probus Coonara-Cherrybrook Facebook Page 
Probus Coonara-Cherrybrook has an active and private 
Facebook group with almost 100 members. This is a place 

for members to post and view posts from members across all 
activity groups. If you are not yet a member, but would like 
to join, please contact Fred King by email; phone; text; 
messenger or Facebook and he’ll be pleased to send you an 

invitation. 
Email:  
Mobile:   
************************************************************************************************** 

Direct Link to Probus Members Benefit Site: - 

http://probussouthpacific.org/pages/members_offers_ 
member_benefits_scheme   

http://www.coonaraprobus.org.au/
http://probussouthpacific.org/pages/members_offers_
http://probussouthpacific.org/pages/members_offers_member_benefits_scheme
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January Jollies  

Starting the year off right! 

 
We are 50 AND 19 all in the same year! 

 
   Still hanging on in there, 3 hours AFTER dinner! 

 
        The heat will never defeat us! Boys get together!                                                          

 
Getting back in the groove for 2026 

 
Testing the quality of the Speakers gift bags !!” 

 
Chish and Fips at Berowra Waters with class! 

 
Lounging in the Shade  

 
Call me Four Eyes!! - At your peril!!
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All Mon Golf Various courses  TBA Geoff Murray  

All Wed Tennis Belltree Crescent C. Hill 5-7.00 pm Ron Powell  

 

February 

Mon 2 Wine Appreciation Living Choice Glenhaven 4 – 6 pm Rob Templeton  

Tue 3 Investment Group Lucy’s Bar CC Hill RSL 10.15 am John Badcock  

Wed 4 Craft W.P. H. Sporting Club 10.00am Judith Gauci  

Thu 5 Mah Jong W.P. H. Sporting Club 10.00am Marie Eyles  

Mon 9 Cards for Fun W. P.H. Sporting Club 10.00am Jenny Davis  

Tu 10 Walking Group Beecroft & Cheltenham 10.00 am Julie & Steve Dunesky  

Fri 13 Bowls Castle Hill Bowling Club 9.15 latest Russ Bush  

Mon 16 Movie Group Castle Hill Events Cinema 9.30 am Elaine Finch  

Tue 17 Members Meeting  Castle Hill Bowling Club 10.00am.  Sue Badcock  

Thu 19 Mah Jong W.P. H. Sporting Club 10.00am Marie Eyles  

Fri 20 Bicycle Group Cooks River 10.00am Russ & Rhonda Bush  

Sun 22 Sunday Lunch Showground Eatery  12.00 noon Ann Colless  

Mon 23 Cards for Fun W.P. H. Sporting Club 10.00am Jenny Davis  

Tue 24 Solo Travellers’ Coffee Lucy’s Bar Castle Hill RSL 10.15 am Ann Colless  

Tue 24 Feb Dinner The Seed Thai  Norwest  6.15 pm Carolyn Powell  

Thu 26 Book Club Lucy’s Bar Castle Hill RSL Club 10.30 am Lesley Maker  

Fri 27 Bowls Castle Hill Bowling Club 9.15 latest Russ Bush  

 

March 2026 

Tue 3 Investment Group Lucy’s Bar Castle Hill RSL Club 10.15 am John Badcock  

Wed 4 Craft W.P. H. Sporting Club 10.00am Judith Gauci  

Thu 5 Mah Jong W.P. H. Sporting Club 10.00am Marie Eyles  

Mon 9 Cards for Fun W.P. H. Sporting Club 10.00am Jenny Davis  

Tu 10 Walking Group Narrabeen Lagoon 10.00 am Julie & Steve Dunesky  

Fri 13 Bicycle Group Wollongong 10.00am Russ & Rhonda Bush  

Mon 16 Movie Group Castle Hill Events Cinema 9.30 am Elaine Finch  

Tue 17 Members Meeting  Castle Hill Bowling Club 10.00am.  Sue Badcock  

Tue 17 Birthday Lunch Castle Hill Bowling Club 12.30 pm Elaine Finch  

Thu 19 Mah Jong W.P. H. Sporting Club 10.00am Marie Eyles  

Fri 20 Bowls  Castle Hill Bowling Club 9.15 latest Russ Bush  

Mon 23 Cards for Fun W.P. H. Sporting Club 10.00am Jenny Davis  

Tue 24 Solo Travellers’ Coffee Lucy’s Bar Castle Hill RSL 10.15 am Ann Colless  

Sun 25 Sunday Lunch TBA 12.00 noon Ann Colless  

Thu 26 Book Club Lucy’s Bar Castle Hill RSL Club 10.30 am Lesley Maker  

Fri 27 Bowls Castle Hill Bowling Club 9.15 latest Russ Bush  
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